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Montana Business Leaders for Clean Energy 
 
 
 
In the past year, more than 150 Montana business leaders from all sectors 
of the economy and collectively employing more than 2,500 Montanans 
have signed the following letter to our policymakers. We urge you to 
accelerate policies that reward innovation to maximize growth potential for 
investors and entrepreneurs building the clean economy for our state and 
our nation. 
 
 

*     *    *    *    * 
 
 
Dear Montana policymaker, 
 
Many people and businesses in Montana, like others across the nation, are facing challenging 
economic times. However, as business and community leaders, we recognize these times also 
present an enormous opportunity to place our economy on a more solid foundation by positioning 
Montana businesses and communities to be winners in the emerging clean energy economy – an 
opportunity to build and expand companies, create new and sustainable jobs, keep energy affordable 
and reliable, and address the biggest challenge of our time: climate change. Wind, solar, biofuels, 
smart grids, and other clean energy technologies and sectors are poised for explosive growth, as old 
energy faces ever greater supply, infrastructure, and emission constraints. 
 
Several new reports estimate that investments in these new “green” technologies, energy 
efficiency, and renewable energy could create over 5 million new jobs nationally, while 
cutting carbon emissions, improving public health, and helping to stabilize energy costs.  
One such report, Green Recovery: A Program to Create Good Jobs and Start Building a Low Carbon Economy, 
by the Public Economy Research Institute, estimates that accelerated investments in a clean energy 
economy would create over 6000 jobs in Montana. A new report from the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors estimates that by 2038, another 4.2 million green jobs could be added to the economy. 
 
Montana is rich in renewable energy resource potential, but this potential remains largely untapped. 
For example, wind power is a “made-in-Montana,” affordable, and reliable source of clean energy – 
Montana ranks 5th in the US for potential wind energy production, but just 17th for current 
wind energy production! With the right energy policies, Montana can see a surge in new jobs for 
Montanans and economic development in renewable energy, energy efficiency, green building, green 
technology, consulting, and related industries. The direct and indirect economic benefits would 
extend throughout the state, not only in new jobs but also in improved tax revenues and consumer 
energy cost savings. 
 



Page 2 of 8          *Individuals who traveled to Washington, DC, in February 2010 to meet with Montana policymakers during Clean Energy Week. 
 

To pioneer this new clean energy economy, we need your help to enact a comprehensive, 
sustainable, and forward-looking clean energy policy that will fuel business innovation and 
investment. 
 
We call on you – our Montana congressional delegation, our Governor, and our State legislators to 
swiftly enact the nation’s leading clean energy policy that includes: 

• Renewable Energy Development and Energy Efficiency – Set ambitious and specific 
goals, timetables, and policies for 1) renewable energy development that ensures natural 
resource protection; 2) energy efficiency standards; and 3) major reductions in fossil fuel use 
and emissions. To reach a goal of using at least 25% renewables by 2025, build a “smart” 
electric grid – one that is efficient and can accept input from many local participants, even 
household-scale wind and solar generators. 

• Tax Incentives – Establish tax incentives for investments in renewable energy and energy 
efficiency, to level the playing field with established energy sources, create incentives for 
businesses, and create certainty for clean energy developers and entrepreneurs. 

• Green Job and Green Business Training and Investment – Support both the Federal 
Green Jobs Act of 2007 and inclusion of green jobs and business development training in 
any future federal energy legislation. Create and fund state-level job training programs to 
build and retain local workforces with expertise in the clean energy and energy efficiency 
industries. 

• Public Transportation Investments – Make greater investments in a modernized public 
transportation system – one that expands and modernizes efficient rail and transit and 
increases local transportation, creates local jobs and business opportunities, and halts 
unnecessary spending on projects that deepen our dependence on oil and contribute to 
global warming. 

• Carbon Markets – Support market-based carbon policies and emission trading systems that 
rewards farmers, land managers, and entrepreneurs for reducing carbon dioxide emissions 
and generates funds for public investment.   

• Public Investment and Assistance – Ensure funds from carbon markets are used to 
support public investments in renewable energy and energy efficiency, and assistance to low-
income households so that there is not an unnecessary financial burden placed on low-to-
moderate income people. 

• Natural resource protection – As Montanans, our outdoor heritage is a cornerstone of our 
quality of life and our economy. It is imperative that, as we identify ways to reduce our 
carbon emissions and transition to a clean-energy economy, we also dedicate resources to 
safeguarding our plants, wildlife, and vital public lands from the effects of global warming.  

 
Montana has great potential. Clean energy and green technologies could become keystone industries 
for us. Our private sector has the talent and resources to rise to this challenge. If we add a 
supportive policy environment, Montana can be a big winner in the clean energy economy. 
Your policy leadership can make all the difference. During the Montana legislative session and 
during continuing debates in Washington, please join us to help build a world-class clean energy 
economy in Montana. 
  
Sincerely, 
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Mary Anne Sladich-Lantz 
St. Patrick Hospital & Health Sciences Center 
Missoula 

Jerry Askin & John Morrison 
Barnard Construction Company Inc 
Bozeman 

 
Colin Davis & Machele Jones 
Chico Hot Springs 
Pray 

 
Jeff Laverdiere 
Grouse Mountain Lodge 
Whitefish 

 
Denny Gignoux 
Montana Raft & Glacier Guides 
West Glacier 

 
Len Ford 
Ford Construction Corp 
Kalispell 

 
* Zack Wirth 
Rocking Z Ranch 
Wolf Creek 

 
Bob Quinn 
Quinn Farm & Ranch 
Big Sandy 

 
Andrew Blanchford 
Blanchford Landscape Contractors 
Bozeman 

 
Tim Tolman 
McKinstry Company 
Missoula 

 
John Bacon 
Invenergy, Judith Gap Wind Farm 
Harlowton 

 
Dale Horton 
National Center for Appropriate Technology 
Butte 

 
Karin Hilding 
City of Whitefish 
Whitefish 

 
Paul Williamson 
University of Montana College of Technology 
Missoula 

 
Peggy Madu 
Electro Controls Inc 
Missoula 

 
Kevin Daly 
Gaelectric 
Great Falls 

 
Ron Oberlander 
Omega 3 Foods 
Florence 

 
Jackie Worstell 
ZooMontana 
Billings 

 
David Anderson 
AT Ranch 
Kalispell 

 
Chuck Merja 
Merja Bros. Farm 
Sun River 

 
Alan Brownell 
Great Plains – The Camelina Company 
Big Fork 

 
Pam Ost 
Ethanol Producers & Consumers 
Nashua 

 
Russell Pimley 
Big Sage Farms Inc 
Chester 

 
Mary Danly 
Danly Farms 
Laurel 

 
Floyd Dahlman 
Dahlman Ranch Inc 
Forsyth 

 
Scott Johnson 
Sustainable Oils 
Bozeman 

  



Page 4 of 8          *Individuals who traveled to Washington, DC, in February 2010 to meet with Montana policymakers during Clean Energy Week. 
 

Maxwell Milton 
Milton Ranch 
Roundup 

Colleen Wade 
Browns Meadow Farm 
Kila 

 
Susan Brown 
Amaltheia Organic Dairy LLC 
Belgrade 

 
Larry Richtmyer 
Battle Creek Ranch Vacations 
Townsend 

 
Paul House 
Bozeman Biofuels 
Bozeman 

 
Eric Bergman 
Groundworks Farm LLC 
Great Falls 

 
August Uhl 
Montana’s Agro Energy Plan 
Bozeman 

 
Kent Wasson 
Peaks & Prairies LLC 
Malta 

 
David Oien 
Timeless Seeds Inc 
Conrad 

 
Roger Flatmo 
Woolly Locust Farm & Garden 
Stevensville 

 
*Diane Yarus 
AirWorks Inc 
Kalispell 

 
*Michael Smith 
Algae Aqua-Culture Technologies  
Whitefish 

 
*Dennis Steinhauer 
Archer Construction 
Bozeman 

 
*Peter Leander 
Peter Leander Law Offices 
Big Fork 

 
*Pete Strom 
PowerHouse Integrated Conservation Systems 
Bozeman 

 
*Steve Corrick 
Prudential Montana Real Estate 
Missoula 

 
*Wendy Weaver 
Sanderson Stewart 
Billings 

 
*Jack Isbell 
Solar Montana 
Helena 

 
*Chris Brooks 
Western Home Journal 
Whitefish 

 
*Darin Fredericks 
Wisebuilt Inc 
Big Fork 

 
*Bill Woodhouse 
Woodhouse Products Inc 
Power 

 
*Tim Hall 
The Sports Exchange 
Missoula 

 
Kristen Opp 
Authentic Creations 
Missoula 

 
Charles Gale 
Bureau of Business & Economic Research 
Missoula 

 
Leslie Jones 
Big Sky Carbon Sequestration Partnership 
Bozeman 

 
Gary Marbut 
BIT Enterprises 
Missoula 
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John Palm 
Bozeman Green Build 
Bozeman 

Jena Ponti 
Bruce Boody Landscape Architect Inc 
Whitefish 

 
Brandon Bugge 
Bugge’s Construction Cleanup & Recycling 
Columbia Falls 

 
Charles Gale 
Bureau of Business & Economic Research 
Missoula 

 
Joe Jensen 
Confluence Construction 
Missoula 

 
Keegan Eisenstadt & Stephen Handler 
ClearSky Climate Solutions 
Missoula 

 
John Rawlings 
Coffee Crossing 
Livingston 

 
Isaac Mohler 
ColdSnap Towers 
Whitefish 

 
Alison Grey 
Community Food Co-op 
Bozeman 

 
Susan Schnee 
Copperleaf Chocolat Company 
Whitefish 

 
Anya Fiechtl 
CTA Architects & Engineers 
Billings 

 
Daryl Beam 
Daryl Beam Realty 
Billings 

 
Troy Denman 
Denman Construction 
Whitefish 

 
Lorinda Bollwitt 
Design to Print 
Great Falls 

 
Dundee Warden 
Dundee’s Barber Shop 
Helena 

 
Dwight Thomas 
Dwight Thomas Carpentry 
Missoula 

 
Ron Gompertz 
EcoAuto 
Bozeman 

 
Erin Foster West 
Ecology Project International 
Missoula 

 
Ron Pecarina 
Energy & Sustainable Design Consultants Inc 
Billings 

 
Gordon Brittan 
Exergy Development Group 
Livingston 

 
David Loewenwarter 
Fill THE Gap 
Missoula 

 
David Fischlowitz & Stephanie Weaver 
Fischworks Building Services 
Whitefish 

 
Gary Peters 
Five Bears Outfitters 
Florence 

 
Bill Harris 
Fort Musselshell Outfitters 
Mosby 

 
Alex Rincon 
fourOsix 
Helena  

 
Graham Neale & Pam Spinelli 
Garcia & Associates 
Bozeman 
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Rhonda Fitzgerald 
Garden Wall Inn 
Whitefish 

 
Scott Gillilan 
Gillilan Associates Inc 
Bozeman 

 
Vicky Bohlig 
GreenPath Properties 
Hamilton 

 
Dave Etienne 
H & D Enterprises 
Kalispell 

 
Allan Hardtke 
Hardtke Enterprises Inc 
Billings 

 
Robin Cunningham 
Headwaters Guide Service 
Gallatin Gateway 

 
Ed Gulick 
High Plains Architects 
Billings 

 
Matt Hisel 
Home Resource Network Inc 
Missoula 

 
Conor Darby 
Independent Power Systems 
Bozeman 

 
Scott Carpenter 
InteResources Planning Inc 
Bozeman 

 
Kevin Dohr 
Missoula 

 
Michelle Hauer 
Great Falls 

 
Patrick Judge 
Helena 

 
David Orndoff 
Helena 

 
James Suit 
Bozeman 

 
Jeannette Whitney Williams 
Missoula 

 
Jason Lonski 
Jason Lonski Construction & Historic Preservation 

Inc 
Missoula 

 
Betsy Mulligan-Dague 
Jeannette Rankin Peace Center 
Missoula 

 
Patience Woodill 
Missoula 

Jerry Malson 
Jerry Malson Outfitting 
Trout Creek 

 
Andy Laken 
Laken Design 
Missoula 

 
Mark Leland 
Leland Builders 
Helena  

 
Elizabeth Andrews & CB Pearson 
M+R Strategic Services 
Helena & Missoula 

 
Ellie Sigrist 
Mediation Associates LLC 
Missoula 

 
Jim Baerg 
Montana Energy Design 
Livingston 

 
David Kozum  
Montana Wilderness Outfitters 
Lewistown  
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Rhyno Stinchfield 
Montana Wind Resources 
Billings 

 
Jeff Arcel 
Mother’s Power Inc 
Whitefish 

 
Terry Davenport 
Natural House Builders 
Victor 

 
Cory Cullen  
New World Recycling 
Whitefish 

 
Russ Doty 
New World Wind Power LLC 
Billings 

 
Chris Daum & Kristen Wester 
Oasis Montana 
Livingston 

 
Annie Craig 
Obsidian Collection 
Livingston 

 
Mike O’Connell 
O’Connell Designs 
Bozeman 

 
Kevin Huguit 
Office Solutions & Services 
Missoula 

 
John Frandsen 
Old Town Creative Communications 
Whitefish 

 
Jeremy Kehrein 
Paws Up Outfitters 
Greenough 

 
Brynn Acheson 
Personal Fitness Coaching 
Whitefish 

 
Jason Schmidt 
Phane’s Solar 
Helena  

 
Paul Richards 
PR Media Consultants 
Boulder  

 
AlisonWibbeler 
Q Communications 
Helena 

 
Dale Pickard 
Radiant Engineering 
Bozeman 

 
Jim  McCall 
Rainbow Run Fly Shop 
Billings 

 
Brett Holmquist 
Ravenwood Outdoor Learning Center 
Big Fork 

 
Grant Holler 
Ray-Gone LLC 
Big Fork 

 
Richard Cohen 
RD Enterprises 
Whitefish 

 
Candace Cummings & Erick Robbins 
RE/MAX Montana 
Bozeman & Columbia Falls 

 
Philip Kedrowski 
Redleaf Consulting PLLC 
Bozeman 

 
Dave Schaub 
Refuge Sustainable Building Center 
Bozeman 

 
Michael Kelly 
Rocky Mountain Woodwright Inc 
Bozeman 

 
Roger Hogue 
Roger’s Plumbing Service 
Missoula 

 
Chris Borton 
Sage Mountain Center 
Whitehall 
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Chris Dorsi & John Krigger 
Saturn Resource Management Inc 
Helena 

 
Ryan Acra 
Sequoia Energy 
Great Falls 

 
Steffen Rasile 
SRA Design Studios 
Helena 

 
Adam Pimley 
Strategies 360 
Helena 

 
Henry Dykema 
Sundance Solar Systems 
Red Lodge 

 
Tom Bishop 
Sunelco 
Victor 

 
Douglas Rhodes 
Sunworks Company Architecture 
Whitefish 

 
Paul Miller 
Sustainable Systems LLC 
Missoula 

 
Shalon Hastings 
Taco del Sol 
Helena  

 
Chris Cerquone 
AMEC Geomatrix Inc 
Missoula 

 
Brian Lehl 
Wapiti Builders 
Helena  

 
Todd Johnson 
Wild Salmon Man 
Kalispell 

 
Elizabeth Thompson  
Watermark Studio Architecture Landscape 
Missoula 

 
Ronald Pihl 
WarmStone Fireplaces & Designs 
Livingston 

 
Lill Erickson 
Western Sustainability Exchange 
Livingston 

 
Sean Micken 
Western Community Energy  
Bozeman 

 
Thor Arnold 
Zimtor Architecture  
Bozeman 

 

 
 


